Steroids as procarcinogenic agents.
Although hormones produced in the body are normally considered to be beneficial in such matters as life, male and female development, fertility, and blood pressure regulation, these same compounds can act in some circumstances as carcinogens or carcinogen facilitators, In some such cases increased amounts of the hormone or changes in the formation of its metabolites might be responsible. In other cases the timing of hormone release plays a critical role. In some cases the hormone acts independently, while in others two or more compounds act in concert to promote cancer. The various compounds will be discussed separately, since they usually cause different kinds of cancer. Of the various hormones produced in the body, only aldosterone does not cause any cancers, although excess aldosterone can cause Conn's syndrome, which may be detected by the resultant hypertension.